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came to see herself. So she kept coming back
to school, and she didn’t give up, and she
didn’t quit. And in time, became—she became
a great student.

And she remembered what Principal Kiner
told her: “You can’t let the past get you down.
You have to let it motivate you.” And so now
here Eron is, graduating. She’s going to keep
studying to get her barber’s certificate so she
can cut hair and save for college. She’s working
toward her dream to becoming a lawyer. She’s
got a bright future.

Everybody here has got a unique story like
that to tell. Each of you knows what it took for
you to get here. But in reaching this milestone,
there is a common lesson shared by every grad-
uate in this hall, and Chris said it himself in a
recent interview: “It’s not where you are or
what you are. It’s who you are.”

Yes, you’re from South Memphis. Yes,
you’ve always been underdogs. Nobody has
handed you a thing. But that also means that
whatever you accomplish in your life, you will
have earned it. Whatever rewards and joys you
reap, you’ll appreciate them that much more
because they will have come through your own
sweat and tears, products of your own effort
and your own talents. You’ve shown more grit
and determination in your childhoods than a
lot of adults ever will. That’s who you are.

So, class of 2011, the hard road does not end
here. Your journey has just begun. Your diplo-
ma is not a free pass. It won’t protect you

against every setback or challenge or mistake.
You’ll make some, I promise. You’re going to
have to keep working hard. You’re going to
have to keep pushing yourselves. And you’ll
find yourselves sometime in situations where
folks have had an easier time, they’re a little bit
ahead of you, and you’re going to have to work
harder than they are. And you may be frustrat-
ed by that.

But if you do push yourselves, if you build
on what you’ve already accomplished here,
then I couldn’t be more confident about your
futures. I’m hopeful and I’m excited about
what all of you can achieve. And I know that
armed with the skills and experience and the
love that you’ve gained at Booker T. Washing-
ton High School, you’re ready to make your
mark on the world.

So thank you. Thanks for inspiring me. God
bless you. God bless the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. at
the Memphis Cook Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Alisha Kiner, principal,
Christopher Dean, Alexis Wilson, and Vashti
Taylor, students, Shalonda D. Williams, gradu-
ation coach, Tecia Marshall, teacher, and Paula
Hollins, secretary, Booker T. Washington High
School; and Clara Coleman, mother of Princi-
pal Kiner. He also referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng and his mother-in-law Marian
Robinson.

Remarks Honoring the NCAA Men’s Basketball Champion University of
Connecticut Huskies
May 16, 2011

The President. Hello, everybody! Welcome.
Please, have a seat. Have a seat. Welcome to
the White House, and congratulations to the
Huskies on being the best college basketball
team in the land. 

Before we start, I want to acknowledge a big
Huskies fan that’s in the house: Senator Joe Li-
eberman is here. I know he is proud of this team. 

I have to be honest, this is a bittersweet day
for me. [Laughter] On the one hand, I get to

congratulate a great team and a great coach on
winning the national championship. On the
other hand, I’m reminded once again that my
bracket was a bust. [Laughter] I did not pick
UConn to win it all. That was a big mistake.
[Laughter] I was just mentioning to Coach that
it was because Andy Katz of ESPN told me
there’s no way UConn was winning. [Laughter]
I did have these guys going to the Elite Eight,
and I was doing pretty well in my pool at the
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beginning of the tournament, and then things
completely fell apart.

But I was not alone. Let’s face it, this was a
tough year for a lot of brackets because teams
like this one shocked the world. So next time
you guys decide to reel off 11 straight wins,
please let me know ahead of time. [Laughter]

Because the truth is, UConn’s perfect run
through the Big East and the NCAA tourna-
ment was a surprise to everybody but them-
selves and Coach. These guys knew they had
something special. And even though they fin-
ished the regular season tied for ninth in the
Big East, even though there were some rough
spots during the season, these players just put
their heads down, they worked hard, and they
focused on winning the games that counted. 

They succeeded because everybody knew
that they had a role to play. There was, of
course, Coach Calhoun, who now joins John
Wooden, Adolph Rupp, and Mike Krzyzewski
and Bobby Knight as the only coaches ever to
win three national championships. That’s pret-
ty good company there, Coach. 

There’s Shabazz Napier, who sang and
danced and talked his way through a incredible
freshman season. [Laughter] If he’s making
rabbit ears behind me or anything like that,
please stop him. [Laughter]

At the other end of the spectrum there’s Jer-
emy Lamb. He’s sort of the anti-Shabazz.
[Laughter] He’s quiet. [Laughter] But he lets
his play do the talking and exploded to average
15 points a game during the postseason. 

And then there’s Kemba Walker, who—[ap-
plause]—this is a guy who wanted to go to
UConn so badly in high school that he recruit-
ed them—never afraid to take a last shot, a
player who will go down in history as one of the
greatest ever to wear the Huskies uniform, and
a player who always lived by his dad’s advice
that “it’s not the size of the person, it’s the size
of the heart.”

So if you put all that together—young team,
long-shot odds and then a postseason run, and
the Kemba show—that was a pretty inspiring
season. 

I want to thank all the players, all the coach-
es who held the basketball clinic earlier this af-

ternoon and inspiring some future stars here
from DC. I think you made their year. And I
want to thank everybody who is involved in the
UConn family, because obviously, this has
been a great program for many, many years,
Coach. And I know that you could not do it
without all the folks who are represented here
today: assistant coaches, trainers, folks in the
athletic department, everybody who has been
so supportive of this outstanding, outstanding
program.

So congratulations to all of you. Hopefully,
we will see you again soon. You got a bunch of
freshmen, so I don’t see why these guys
couldn’t go on a pretty good run here. But we
couldn’t be prouder of them, and I know that
the great State of Connecticut couldn’t be
prouder of them as well. 

So congratulations. 
Coach James C. Calhoun. Well, thank you,

Mr. President. As you know, Kemba was wait-
ing for you—when you were up in the air, he
was down on the ground, because—unfortu-
nately, he actually was up in the air stuck at La-
Guardia Airport for 3 hours. But he did want
that one-on-one game with you.

The President. I’m ready. [Laughter]
Coach Calhoun. Does he have enough

game, you think?
The President. As long as he’s wearing street

shoes and a suit. [Laughter]
Coach Calhoun. I like a guy with edg-

es. [Laughter] President and folks, I just want
to say it’s a thrill for us to be here representing
the State of Connecticut, certainly the Univer-
sity of Connecticut. Joe Lieberman was there a
long time ago before we started going to the
White House occasionally.

The President. It was a really long time
ago. [Laughter]

Coach Calhoun. Matter of fact—no, we’ll
get into that at another time. But it’s been a
thrill. This year was reminding me in many,
many ways, between my wife and myself, root-
ing you on. We stopped with the team at the
Lincoln Memorial, and I know how much you
admired Lincoln.

I was telling our kids just when great things
happen, like—I happened to be buying some
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bookmarkers for the kids that you might recog-
nize.

The President. Absolutely.
Coach Calhoun. And I said simply that peo-

ple like Lincoln and Martin Luther King and so
on, maybe our President, were speeding along
in the process of being something special that
he truly is. And I believe that and feel that way.

This basketball team, by the way, was kind
of an underdog, much as you were. And who
would have thought, 15 years ago—who would
have thought maybe 9 months ago we would
be here. 

But you know what? Yes, we can. [Laughter]
The President. Yes, we can. I like that. 
Coach Calhoun. And like you, Mr. President,

yes, we did. We did because we cared. We cared
as a family. We cared about each other. We ac-
cepted our roles. We accepted who we are and
did anything possible to be the best we possibly
can become. I watched your rise—magnificent.
I’ve watched their rise, and it’s been one of the
most emotional seasons of my entire life.

I’m proud of what you’ve done, certainly,
and I’m certainly proud of my kids. And I just
thank you very much for having us here. And I
want to especially congratulate you, because
last night I knew you were pretty excited to
watch the Chicago Bulls. Am I correct?

The President. I was. [Laughter]
Coach Calhoun. That was an easy call.
The President. What do you think? Some of

you guys may want to look at the Bulls organi-
zation. They could use a shooter. [Laughter]

Coach Calhoun. But once again, thank you
for everything, Mr. President.

The President. Thank you so much.
Coach Calhoun. We really appreciate having

you here, and you’re an inspiration to so many
young people, definitely a lot of the people I’ve

coached. And I just want to say that you make
us all feel proud about our country and certain-
ly feel proud when you interject athletics and
education, because it’s very important to us. 

The President. Thank you so much. 
Coach Calhoun. And I’ve got someone spe-

cial to bring up now, Kemba Walker. Kemba,
come on. 

Guard Kemba Walker. I just want to say—I
want to thank everybody for coming out. I have
one question for the President. I wanted to ask
you, can you teach me that walk?

The President. That walk? [Laughter] That’s a
special Presidential walk—[laughter]—so—but
maybe in a few years. You look pretty good be-
hind the podium, I got to say. [Laughter]

Mr. Walker. I’m looking forward to
that. [Laughter] But on behalf of the team, we
all just—we want to give you this jersey.

[At this point, the President was presented with
a team jersey.]

The President. All right. Oh, man, that’s out-
standing. Thank you. That’s a good-looking jer-
sey there. 

Absolutely. There you go. Fantastic. 
All right, we’re going to strike the podium

and get a good picture with the whole crew.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:43 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Michael W. Krzyzewski,
head coach, Duke University men’s basketball
team; Robert M. Knight, former head coach,
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Indiana
University, and Texas Tech University men’s
basketball teams; and Shabazz Napier, guard,
and  Jeremy Lamb, guard/forward, University
of Connecticut men’s basketball team.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Burma
May 16, 2011

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C.1622(d)) provides for the auto-

matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
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